
FINDERS & KEEPERS SAFARIS
A LIFE OF MAKING MEMORIES

SOLO SAFARI

The Desert, Salt Pans & Ancestral
Culture Circuit

“Solitude, silence, and ancient culture — Botswana's other face”

10
DAYS

2
WILDERNESS AREAS

5
NIGHTS IN THE KALAHARI

20,000+
YEARS OF SAN HISTORY

FROM

$15,250
PER PERSON

PREPARED EXCLUSIVELY FOR YOU · FINDERSANDKEEPERS.COM



THE JOURNEY

Overview
This is Botswana's other face — not water and floodplains, but salt and sand, an ancient sky and

absolute silence. Over ten days, this circuit moves through the arid heart of southern Africa: the world's

largest salt pans at Makgadikgadi, the sacred baobabs of Kubu Island rising from the pan floor, and

five nights deep in the Central Kalahari Game Reserve — one of the largest and most remote

protected areas on earth. Designed for travellers who have seen Africa's wildlife and now seek its

deeper solitude and culture.

HIGHLIGHTS

• Hot air balloon safari over the Makgadikgadi Pans at

sunrise — the world's largest salt flats stretching to

every horizon, the curvature of the earth visible from

the basket

• Private helicopter excursion to Kubu Island — an

ancient granite outcrop rising from the pan floor,

crowned with century-old baobab trees and San rock

paintings

• Five nights at Tau Pan Lodge in the Central Kalahari

Game Reserve — deep immersion in one of Africa's

most remote and least-visited wilderness areas

• Walking safaris with San Bushmen guides — 20,000

years of accumulated desert knowledge shared

through tracking, plant identification, and fire-making

in the field
• San cultural immersion — not a performance, but an

authentic exchange: traditional crafts, spiritual

stories, and the ancestral knowledge of the

Kalahari's first people

• Night drives through the Central Kalahari revealing

its nocturnal life — bat-eared foxes, aardwolves,

porcupines, and the elusive brown hyena emerging

after dark
• A bush dinner laid out on the Kalahari pan floor on

your final evening — white linen, lanterns, the Milky

Way so bright overhead it casts shadows on the sand

• 90-minute aromatherapy deep-tissue massage at

Protea Hotel Gaborone using Botswana desert plant

extracts — the perfect transition from the bush to

your homeward flight

Solitude, silence, and ancient culture — Botswana's other face
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DAY BY DAY

The Itinerary

01
GABORONE

Day 1 | Arrival in Gaborone — First Night in Botswana

Touch down at Sir Seretse Khama International Airport in Gaborone. A Finders & Keepers Safaris representative

greets you at arrivals and escorts you to your private guide transfer. The drive to the Protea Hotel by

Marriott Gaborone Masa Square takes approximately twenty minutes through the city's wide avenues.

Check into your suite — floor-to-ceiling windows, clean, modern lines, and views across the central

square. Your safari guide and local representative join you for a welcome briefing over dinner — maps,

timelines, the Kalahari laid out before you. Your spa therapist notes your preferences for the

aromatherapy deep-tissue massage scheduled at the end of the journey. A welcome dinner is served

at the hotel's restaurant, and the night belongs to rest. Tomorrow, the pans begin.

– Protea Hotel by Marriott Gaborone Masa Square

– Dinner

02
MAKGADIKGADI PANS

Day 2 | Gaborone » Makgadikgadi Pans — Arrival at Leroo La Tau

After breakfast, your chauffeur transfers you to Gaborone Airport for a commercial flight to Maun —

ninety minutes over the flat immensity of the Kalahari Basin. At Maun your guide and transfer vehicle

are waiting. The drive to Leroo La Tau Lodge follows the Boteti River — one of this arid region's few

permanent water sources — for approximately ninety minutes. Even before you reach the lodge,

elephant, zebra and giraffe are likely to appear along the riverbank, the landscape already announcing

itself. Leroo La Tau — "place of the lion" in Setswana — sits on the bank of the Boteti River,

overlooking the floodplain. Arrive for lunch on the open deck with views across the water. Your first

game drive departs at 4:00 PM: elephant herds at the river's edge, hippos in the deeper pools,

crocodiles on the sandbars. A sundowner on the riverbank as the sky explodes in orange and purple.

Return to the lodge for a bonfire dinner under an enormous Botswana sky.

– Leroo La Tau Lodge

– Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
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DAY BY DAY (CONTINUED)

03
MAKGADIKGADI PANS

Day 3 | Makgadikgadi — Hot Air Balloon over the Salt Pans

Wake at 4:30 AM. Transfer to the balloon launch site on the edge of the Makgadikgadi Pans as the sky

shifts from black to deep indigo. The balloon lifts above the pan floor at first light — and the world

below becomes impossible: white to every horizon, so flat and so vast that the curvature of the earth is

visible from the basket. The pans are the remains of a super-lake that once covered most of southern

Africa — dried by climate change over millennia into this extraordinary white expanse. From above, the

cracked salt polygons and occasional solitary baobab read like something from another planet. After

landing, a champagne bush breakfast is served on the pan floor itself — white linen, crystal glasses, a

full breakfast prepared in the middle of the salt. The silence is a physical thing. After returning to the

lodge, rest through the midday heat. At 4:00 PM, a game drive focuses on the Boteti River's lion prides

— Leroo La Tau is named for them, and they rarely disappoint. A sundowner on the riverbank. Return

to camp for a bonfire dinner.

– Leroo La Tau Lodge

– Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

04
MAKGADIKGADI PANS

Day 4 | Kubu Island — A Helicopter Excursion to the Ancient Baobabs

After breakfast, board a private helicopter for a flight to Kubu Island — one of Botswana's most sacred

and visually extraordinary sites. The flight takes approximately thirty minutes, crossing the white

expanse of the Makgadikgadi Pans at low level. From above, the scale of the salt flats becomes fully

apparent: an inland sea of white stretching further than the eye can resolve. Kubu Island is not a

conventional island — it is a rocky granite outcrop rising from the pan floor, crowned with over a

hundred ancient baobab trees, some more than a thousand years old. Their massive, twisted trunks

create a landscape that feels as though it belongs to a different geological era. Your guide leads you

among the baobabs, explaining the pan's history and the San people's sacred relationship with this

place — their rock paintings still visible on some of the boulders. A private picnic lunch is served in the

shade of the largest tree — champagne, gourmet food, and the white pan stretching to every horizon,

the silence broken only by the wind. Return by helicopter to Leroo La Tau. A final sundowner on the

riverbank. A bonfire dinner as the stars emerge over the Kalahari.

– Leroo La Tau Lodge

– Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
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DAY BY DAY (CONTINUED)

05
CENTRAL KALAHARI GAME RESERVE

Day 5 | Makgadikgadi » Central Kalahari — Into the Wilderness

After breakfast, board a light aircraft charter from Leroo La Tau to Tau Pan Lodge in the Central

Kalahari Game Reserve — approximately one hour crossing the Kalahari Basin. The flight reveals the

transition from the white pan floor to the golden grasslands and acacia woodlands of the Kalahari

interior. Over 52,000 square kilometres with only a handful of lodges — this is among the most remote

protected areas in Africa. Tau Pan Lodge sits on the edge of an ancient dry lakebed, its raised decks

offering uninterrupted views across the pan and the surrounding grasslands. Arrive for lunch, then

settle into your suite with floor-to-ceiling windows overlooking the wilderness. Your first Kalahari game

drive departs at 4:00 PM — springbok pronking across the plains, gemsbok with their long straight

horns catching the afternoon light, the Kalahari horizon perfectly flat in every direction. A sundowner

on the pan floor. Return to the lodge for a bonfire dinner. The sky overhead is extraordinary — the

Milky Way so dense and bright it requires a moment to comprehend.

– Tau Pan Lodge

– Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

06
CENTRAL KALAHARI GAME RESERVE

Day 6 | Central Kalahari — Walking with the San

After breakfast, your San Bushman guide leads you into the acacia woodland on foot. He carries no

rifle and needs none — he reads the bush the way a scholar reads a text, each footprint, birdcall, and

bent grass stem a sentence in a language his people have spoken for 20,000 years. He shows you the

tuber that holds emergency water in a dry riverbed, the berry that stings the tongue but cures a fever,

the footprint of a brown hyena that passed two hours ago, the nest of a sociable weaver — a city of

400 birds in a single tree. He demonstrates fire from two sticks — genuinely, without pretence. He

shows you how to make a bow from a branch and a tendon. He explains the spiritual significance of

the eland to the San cosmology — why the eland's fat is painted on ancient cave walls across

southern Africa. The walk lasts two to three hours. Return to the lodge for lunch and a siesta. At 4:00

PM, a game drive across the Kalahari grasslands focuses on desert-adapted predators — the larger,

paler lions of the Kalahari, and cheetahs hunting on the open plains. A sundowner on the pan. Bonfire

dinner.

– Tau Pan Lodge

– Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
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DAY BY DAY (CONTINUED)

07
CENTRAL KALAHARI GAME RESERVE

Day 7 | Central Kalahari — Full Day in the Field

Today is a full day given to the Kalahari's rhythms. Depart early with a packed lunch for an extended

game drive covering the northern reaches of the reserve — the terrain shifting from grassland to

acacia scrub to ancient dry riverbeds where the sand is golden and the silence absolute. The

Kalahari's wildlife is nomadic and scattered, following the seasonal rains across distances that defy

fixed routes. Your guide reads the land, not a map. Mid-morning, a bush breakfast is set up in the

shade of an acacia — coffee, eggs over an open fire, the sounds of the Kalahari all around. Lunch is a

picnic in a dry riverbed. The afternoon continues the drive, heading back toward the lodge as the light

softens to gold. A sundowner on the pan floor. A final bonfire dinner as the stars fill the sky from

horizon to horizon.

– Tau Pan Lodge

– Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

08
CENTRAL KALAHARI GAME RESERVE

Day 8 | Central Kalahari — San Cultural Immersion & Night Drive

This morning is set aside for the deeper cultural exchange that only extended time in one place makes

possible. Your San hosts arrive after breakfast — not as performers, but as neighbours. They show you

how ostrich eggshells become beads, how acacia wood becomes an arrow shaft, how sansevieria

fibre is twisted into rope strong enough to hold a snare. The craftsmanship is unhurried and precise.

They explain /Kaggen — the trickster mantis-god of San mythology, a figure of mischief, wisdom, and

creation who appears when things fall apart and when they come together again. Rest through the

midday heat. At 4:00 PM, depart for a game drive that extends into darkness. As the sun sets, your

guide switches to a spotlight and the Kalahari reveals its nocturnal layer: bat-eared foxes with their

enormous ears tilted to the sand listening for termites, aardwolves grazing on the same termites above

ground, porcupines rattling through the acacia, and if fortune allows, the elusive brown hyena — one

of Africa's rarest large carnivores. A sundowner as the first stars appear. A late bonfire dinner under

the full extent of the Kalahari sky.

– Tau Pan Lodge

– Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
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DAY BY DAY (CONTINUED)

09
CENTRAL KALAHARI GAME RESERVE

Day 9 | Central Kalahari — A Final Day & Dinner Under the Stars

Your final full day in the Kalahari. After breakfast, a morning game drive with no agenda except to be

present — to look, to listen, to absorb what nine days in this extraordinary landscape have taught.

Rest through the midday heat. At 4:00 PM, your guide takes you to his favourite places in the reserve:

the viewpoints where the pan stretches in every direction, the waterholes where gemsbok gather in

the afternoon light, the ridges where the horizon is so flat and so far that Africa begins to feel like a

planet seen from a great height. Tonight, after the sundowner, a special bush dinner is laid out on the

pan floor itself — a table set with white linen, lanterns placed in a circle in the sand, the lodge's chefs

preparing a gourmet feast in the open air. You eat under the Kalahari sky as it wheels slowly overhead.

It is an evening that stays with you. It is the reason people come back.

– Tau Pan Lodge

– Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

10
GABORONE

Day 10 | Central Kalahari » Gaborone — Spa, Farewell & Departure

After breakfast, board your light aircraft charter to Maun, then connect to a commercial flight back to

Gaborone. The Kalahari recedes below you — the golden grassland, the ancient pan floor, the acacia

woodland — and you carry it with you as the city appears ahead. Upon arrival, your private guide

transfers you to the Protea Hotel by Marriott Gaborone Masa Square. Your pre-arranged 90-minute

aromatherapy deep-tissue massage is waiting at the Masa Square wellness centre — the therapist

working with locally sourced ingredients: shea butter, marula oil, and extracts from the desert melon

that the San have used as a moisturiser for generations. It is the perfect transition from the bush. A

farewell dinner at the hotel's rooftop restaurant as the city lights spread below, your guide joining you

for a final evening. Your airport transfer is timed precisely to your international departure — whether

your flight leaves that evening or the following morning, you will be at the airport when you need to be,

unhurried and well-rested.

– Protea Hotel by Marriott Gaborone Masa Square

– Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

– Airport transfer timed to your international departure
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INVESTMENT

Pricing & Inclusions

PER PERSON SHARING $17,950

SINGLE TRAVELLER SUPPLEMENT On Request

Prices are per person based on double/twin sharing. All charter flights, activities, spa, insurance and visa fees are fully included. Hot air balloon

is seasonal (June–October); a sunrise game drive replaces it in the green season. Enquire for current availability.

SEASONAL PRICING

Jan – May BEST VALUE $15,250
Emerald season — birdlife & newborn animals

May – Sep PEAK SEASON $21,200
Peak dry winter — game concentrates at waterholes

Sep – Dec SHOULDER SEASON $18,500
Dry season tapering into the first rains

WHAT'S INCLUDED

» 9 nights luxury accommodation

» All meals — Full Board throughout

» All premium alcoholic & non-alcoholic beverages

» Commercial flights (Gaborone–Maun return)

» All inter-camp light aircraft charters

» Hot air balloon safari (seasonal — Jun to Oct)

» Private helicopter excursion to Kubu Island

» All daily game drives

» Guided walking safaris with San Bushmen

» San cultural immersion sessions

» Night drive with spotlight

» All park & conservancy fees

» Sundowners & bonfire dinners

» Bush dinner on the Kalahari pan floor

WHAT'S NOT INCLUDED

– International flights to/from Gaborone

– Gratuities for guides & lodge staff

– Additional spa treatments beyond the included session

– Items of a personal nature
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FINDERS & KEEPERS SAFARIS

Tell us what you have in mind.

This itinerary is a starting point, not a fixed departure. The pace, the lodges, the length, the dates and the

party travelling can all be reshaped around you.

PHONE / WHATSAPP +254 768 886 836

EMAIL info@findersandkeepers.com

HOURS Monday – Friday, 8am – 6pm EAT

ONLINE www.findersandkeepers.com

The Desert, Salt Pans & Ancestral Culture Circuit
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