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THE JOURNEY

Overview

A grand journey across the Iberian Peninsula — from the royal elegance of Madrid to the passionate
soul of Seville, from the Atlantic light of Lisbon to the terraced vineyards of the Douro. Two countries
with a shared history and genuinely distinct identities, and the food and wine that separate them.

HIGHLIGHTS

e The Mandarin Oriental Ritz, in Madrid’'s e The Prado — Velazquez, Goya, El Greco and
UNESCO-listed Paisaje de la Luz Rubens, privately guided

» The Royal Alczar of Seville and the climb up the * A private flamenco performance with Andalusian
Giralda cuisine

e The Four Seasons Ritz Lisbon, the only Forbes « Belém Tower and the Jerénimos Monastery — the
Five-Star hotel in Portugal Age of Discovery in stone

- Afado dinner in the Alfama, the oldest quarter in < Sintra’s Pena Palace and the tunnels and wells of
Lisbon Quinta da Regaleira

« Cabo da Roca, the westernmost point of mainland < A private Douro Valley day: two wineries, six wines
Europe and a river cruise

The Prado, the Alcazar, flamenco, fado, Sntra’ s palaces and the terraced vineyards of the
Douro
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DAY BY DAY

Theltinerary

01

02

MADRID

Day 1 | Arrival in Madrid

Land at Madrid-Barajas and transfer to the Mandarin Oriental Ritz, a Belle Epoque palace opened in
1910 at the request of King Alfonso XllII, who wanted the capital to have a hotel the equal of any in
Europe. It has been putting up royalty and heads of state ever since. The evening begins at the Puerta
del Sol, the notional centre of the Iberian peninsula, then the Plaza Mayor — one of the grandest
enclosed squares in Europe — and the exterior of the Royal Palace. The Mercado de San Miguel
follows, for the first taste of the country, and then the Gran Via. Dinner is tapas, properly: jamon
ibérico, patatas bravas, croquetas, tortilla espafiola, and churros con chocolate to finish.

— Mandarin Oriental Ritz, Madrid
— Dinner

MADRID

Day 2 | Royal Madrid & the Prado

A private morning through royal Madrid. The Royal Palace is among the largest in Europe, and the
frescoed ceilings and the royal armoury are the parts that surprise people. Then the Almudena
Cathedral beside it and the Plaza de Oriente. Through the Retiro, the great green lung of the city, past
the 18th-century Puerta de Alcala that was once the main gate into Madrid. The afternoon is the
Prado, and it deserves the whole of it: Veldzquez, Goya, El Greco and Rubens, with the finest
collection of Spanish painting anywhere. Standing in front of Las Meninas, or Goya’s Third of May, is
the reason people come to Madrid. Dinner is Spanish and unhurried.

— Mandarin Oriental Ritz, Madrid
— Breakfast, Dinner
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DAY BY DAY (CONTINUED)

03

04

SEVILLE

Day 3 | Madrid » Seville

The AVE high-speed train south, about two and a half hours at up to 320 km/h, through central Spain
into Andalusia. Your transfer takes you to the Hotel Alfonso XllI, built for the 1929 Ibero-American
Exposition and blending Andalusian, Moorish and Castilian styles — the columned courtyard with its
orange trees and mosaic fountains is the image of the place. The afternoon explores Seville: the Plaza
de Espafia, a vast semi-circle built for the same Exposition; the Maria Luisa Park around it; the exterior
of the cathedral; and the Santa Cruz quarter, the old Jewish district, whose lanes are narrow enough
to touch both walls. The evening is flamenco — a private or premium performance with Andalusian
food. Seville is the global centre of the form, and a live performance here is raw and genuinely
emotional in a way the tourist versions elsewhere are not.

— Hotel Alfonso XllI
— Breakfast, Dinner

SEVILLE

Day 4 | Moorish Spain

The Royal Alcazar first, and it is the single most illuminating building in Andalusia: layer upon layer of
Islamic, Gothic, Renaissance and Mudéjar work, built by Christian kings using Moorish craftsmen, and
still in royal use. Then the cathedral — the largest Gothic cathedral in the world — and the climb up
the Giralda, which was the minaret of the mosque that stood here before it, and which is ramped
rather than stepped because the muezzin rode up on horseback. The view over the terracotta roofs is
worth the climb. The afternoon is a Spanish cooking experience or a tapas tour, learning what actually
distinguishes Andalusian cooking from the rest of Spain. The evening is free for Seville, which comes
alive after dark.

— Hotel Alfonso XIlII
— Breakfast
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DAY BY DAY (CONTINUED)

05

06

07

LISBON

Day 5 | Seville » Lisbon

There is no direct train between Spain and Portugal, so the crossing is a short flight — about an hour,
and far the most sensible option. Your transfer takes you to the Four Seasons Hotel Ritz Lisbon, the
only property in Portugal with a Forbes Five-Star rating for both hotel and spa. The afternoon explores
Lisbon: the Praga do Comércio facing the Tagus; the Baixa, rebuilt on a grid after the 1755
earthquake; Rossio; the Chiado and its historic cafés; and the Bairro Alto. Dinner is Portuguese —
bacalhau, grilled octopus, regional cheeses, wine from the Douro or the Alentejo, and pastéis de nata.

— Four Seasons Hotel Ritz Lisbon
— Breakfast, Dinner

LISBON

Day 6 | Lisbon, the City of Seven Hills

A private morning through the Age of Discovery. Belém Tower stands in the river as the fortress that
watched the caravels leave; the Jerénimos Monastery beside it is Manueline architecture at its most
exuberant, paid for with the spice trade. The Monument to the Discoveries completes the set. The
afternoon is the Alfama, the oldest quarter and the only one to survive the earthquake — medieval,
vertical, and best explored on foot or by the historic trams that grind up through it. The evening is fado:
a small room, a guitar and a voice. It is the heart of Portuguese culture and the single most affecting
hour on the itinerary.

— Four Seasons Hotel Ritz Lisbon
— Breakfast, Dinner

SINTRA & CASCAIS

Day 7 | Sintra & the Atlantic Coast

A private day to Sintra, a UNESCO World Heritage cultural landscape and one of the first centres of
European Romantic architecture. The Pena Palace is the one everyone photographs — a 19th-century
Romanticist fantasy in yellow and red built by Ferdinand 1l on an old monastery — and Quinta da
Regaleira is the one people remember, a mystical estate of hidden tunnels, symbolic gardens and an
inverted initiation well you descend into. The afternoon follows the coast road through Estoril to
Cascais, a fishing village that became the refuge of aristocrats and artists, with an old town, a marina
and an Atlantic waterfront. Then Cabo da Roca, the westernmost point of mainland Europe, where the
cliffs drop into the ocean and there is nothing beyond but water. Back to Lisbon in the evening.

— Four Seasons Hotel Ritz Lisbon
— Breakfast, Lunch
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DAY BY DAY (CONTINUED)

08

09

10

PORTO

Day 8 | Lisbon » Porto

North by train, two and a half to three hours up the Tagus valley through the Portuguese countryside.
Your transfer takes you to The Yeatman in Vila Nova de Gaia — a wine hotel with panoramic views
back across the Douro to Porto, and the only property in the city on the Forbes Travel Guide list. The
afternoon explores Porto: the Ribeira waterfront with its stacked coloured houses; the Dom Luis |
Bridge, iron and double-decked, designed by a student of Eiffel; the cathedral; S&do Bento station,
whose entrance hall carries twenty thousand azulejo tiles of Portuguese history; and the Clérigos
Tower for the view. Dinner over the Douro.

— The Yeatman
— Breakfast, Dinner

THE DOURO VALLEY

Day 9 | The Douro Valley

The signature day. Out of Porto along the N222, regularly called the most beautiful road in Portugal,
into the Douro — a UNESCO World Heritage wine region of century-old terraced vineyards cut into
impossibly steep slopes. Two wineries, with guided tours and a tasting of six wines including port and
Douro reds, and a traditional Portuguese lunch at a family estate overlooking the vines. The afternoon
is a panoramic cruise on the river itself, forty-five minutes to an hour on very calm water with the
terraces rising on both sides. Back to Porto for a farewell Portuguese dinner.

— The Yeatman
— Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

THE DOURO VALLEY

Day 10 | Departure

Breakfast at The Yeatman and, if the flight allows, a last walk along the Ribeira or a final glass of port.
Private transfer to Francisco Sa Carneiro Airport.

— Breakfast
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INVESTMENT

Pricing & Inclusions

PER PERSON SHARING

SINGLE TRAVELLER SUPPLEMENT

$14,100
On Request

Pricing is an estimate subject to confirmation based on season, room category, and final accommodation selection.

SEASONAL PRICING

Nov —Mar BEST VALUE
Quiet cities, museums without queues

Jun—Aug PEAK SEASON
Long days, warm seas, busy sites

Apr—May, Sep — OCBHOULDER SEASON
The sweet spot — mild, bright, uncrowded

WHAT'S INCLUDED

» Private transfers throughout both countries
» 9 nights accommodation across four properties

» AVE high-speed rail Madrid — Seville, and rail Lisbon —
Porto

» Flight Seville — Lisbon
» Dally breakfast, plus meals as detailed in the itinerary

» Private licensed guides in Madrid, Seville, Lisbon, Sintra
and Porto

» Royal Palace of Madrid and Prado Museum timed entry

» Royal Alcazar and Seville Cathedral entry, including the
Giralda

» Private flamenco performance with Andalusian dinner
» Belém Tower and Jerénimos Monastery entry
» Fado dinner experience in Lisbon

» Full-day private Sintra and Cascais excursion, including
Pena Palace and Quinta da Regaleira

WHAT'S NOT INCLUDED

International flights to Madrid and from Porto
City tourist taxes, payable at each hotel
Additional port wine purchases and shipping
Lunches and dinners not listed in the itinerary

Gratuities for guides, drivers and hotel staff

FINDERS & KEEPERS SAFARIS Pricing & Inclusions

$13,400

$16,600

$14,800



FINDERS & KEEPERS SAFARIS

Tell uswhat you have in mind.

This itinerary is a starting point, not a fixed departure. The pace, the lodges, the length, the dates and the
party travelling can all be reshaped around you.

PHONE / WHATSAPP +254 768 886 836

EMAIL info@findersandkeepers.com
HOURS Monday — Friday, 8am — 6pm EAT
ONLINE www.findersandkeepers.com

Iberian Discovery
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